April 10, 2025

By Electronic Mail

Michael Schill, President Peter J. Barris, Chair Stephanie Graham
Northwestern University Board of Trustees Vice President and General
633 Clark Street Evanston, Northwestern University Counsel

IL 60208 633 Clark Street 633 Clark Street
mhschill@northwestern.edu Evanston, IL 60208 Evanston, IL 60208

pbarris(@nea.com smg(@northwestern.edu

Re:  Letter of Support for Professor Sheila Bedi and the Community Justice and Civil
Rights Clinic (the Clinic) of the Northwestern Pritzker School of Law

Dear President Schill, Chairman Barris and General Counsel Graham:

We are lawyers, legal workers, members of local professional associations and supporters of
democracy. We write to urge you to support Professor Sheila Bedi and the essential litigation and
legal work she and the Community Justice and Civil Rights Clinic (the Clinic) pursue. The U.S.
Congressional Committee on Education and the Workforce (CEW)’s March 27, 2025 request for
information is an unwarranted attack on academic freedom and an attempt to suppress,
criminalize and eliminate the work of Professor Bedi and the Clinic in support of peoples’
Constitutional rights and liberties. The CEW letter is part of a larger attack on lawyers, the legal
profession and judicial branch that we have witnessed from this Presidential administration
intended to undermine the role of law and the judicial branch in our tripartite government. It is
also part of an on-going assault on institutions of higher learning targeting faculty and students.
We respectfully urge you to resist this unprecedented intrusion into the litigation and education
provided by the Clinic and law school clinics at large.

Introduction

Professor Bedi and the Clinic work tirelessly to vindicate the sacrosanct rights of their clients and
Chicagoland community members to free speech, assembly, protest, dissent, counsel and due
process guaranteed by the First, Fifth, Sixth and Fourteenth Amendments and innumerable
statutes, laws and ordinances. Professor Bedi and her clinic have represented some of the most
marginalized people in our community who lack the necessary resources to pay for litigation on
their own behalf. Engaging in this litigation, and other policy work, demonstrates that Professor
Bedi and the Clinic are fulfilling the obligations set forth by the American Bar Association’s Model
Rule of Professional Conduct 6.1 to provide substantial pro bono legal service to “to persons of
limited means.” Likewise, the knowledge and learning imparted to Professor Bedi’s students
through the Clinic teachings and advocacy are fundamental to the First Amendment and a
democratic society.
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Professor Bedi and the Clinic’s Work and Teachings Are Protected by the First Amendment

Congress’s broad request encroaches on Northwestern, Professor Bedi, and the Clinic’s academic
freedom protected by the First Amendment. Academic institutions and scholars have a right to
academic freedom. Keyishian v. Bd. of Regents of Univ. of State of N. Y., 385 U.S. 589, 603
(1967) (describing academic freedom as “a special concern of the First Amendment, which does
not tolerate laws that cast a pall of orthodoxy over the classroom.”); Sweezy v. State of N.H. by
Wyman, 354 U.S. 234, 250, 77 S. Ct. 1203, 1212 (1957) (“Teachers and students must always
remain free to inquire, to study and to evaluate, to gain new maturity and understanding;
otherwise our civilization will stagnate and die.”). Academic freedom “includes the authority of
the university to manage an academic community and evaluate teaching and scholarship free
from interference by other units of government, including the courts.” Brandt v. Bd. of Educ. of
City of Chicago, 480 F.3d 460, 467 (7th Cir. 2007). We ask that Northwestern University
exercise its academic freedom and protect the rights of their academic units to set their own
educational agenda, free from the partisan demands of Congress.

In addition to violating the First Amendment, the request for information issued by CEW unfairly
attempts to vilify Professor Bedi and the Clinic’s work to protect fundamental civil rights as
“progressive-left political advocacy,” or “movement lawyering” citing their efforts to enforce a
federal court ordered consent decree governing the Chicago Police Department (CPD);
challenging issues of mass imprisonment; and the representation of individuals defending
themselves against a lawsuit seeking millions of dollars involving a protest opposing the war in
Gaza and advocacy for a cease fire. While members of CEW and the current Presidential
administration may disagree with Professor Bedi and the Clinic’s work, and so called “left-wing”
causes, there is absolutely no evidence or basis to validly assert that Northwestern University is
using financial resources “for troubling purposes” or to assert that this litigation is supporting

“illegal, antisemitic” conduct.

The work for which CEW faults the Clinic is consistent with the Clinic’s mission and academic
mandate and does not violate any civil rights laws. The goal of the federal court ordered consent
decree governing the CPD is to ensure Chicago Police Officers respect the constitutional rights
of civilians and is an attempt to restore community members’ trust in the CPD. It derives from
the U.S. Department of Justice’s investigation that was concluded in 2017. Its aim is to reform
training, policies, and practices of the CPD, including its use of force, training, accountability,
officer wellness, data and information systems, among other things. This is far from
“progressive-left political advocacy,” but lawyering in furtherance of democracy and respect for
the Constitution.

The same is true for CEW’s disparagement of the Clinic’s work to end mass incarceration.
According to the Sentencing Project, the U.S. prison population has grown by over 500% in the
last 50 years. The U.S. is one of the nations that incarcerates more people per capita than almost
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every other nation in the world, even though studies suggest imprisonment does not reduce
violence. The fact that the Clinic works to reduce the prison population and invests in programs
that would produce more safety and freedom from violence should be applauded regardless of
whether members of the CEW believe there is value in this work. It should not be undermined.

The CEW also takes issue with Professor Bedi and the Clinic’s defense of individuals being sued
in a putative class action seeking $5 million for an action protesting the Israeli Government’s war
on Gaza. See Manhart v. AJP Education Fund, et al., 1:24-cv-8209 (N.D. IlI). Each of the
Defendants sued in this action have filed a motion seeking sanctions pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P.
11 against the plaintiff and have moved to dismiss the case in its entirety arguing - inter alia -
that the lawsuit is: frivolous, not brought in good faith, predicated on baseless arguments and
alleged factual assertions, or improper causes of actions. Moreover, the Defendants have also
uniformly argued that the action is an illegal Strategic Lawsuit Against Political Participation
violating the Illinois Citizen Participation Action (see 735 ILCS 110/15), because it is targeting
the defendants for exercising their political rights to oppose the war and demand a cessation to
the violence. Two of the defendants originally sued, including AJP, have already been dismissed
from the lawsuit with prejudice in response to Rule 11 letters to the plaintiff that asserted they
were improperly sued.

The CEW, however, claims the defense of these individuals, regardless of the circumstances, is
antisemitic. We strenuously disagree. As a legal community, we are unified in our belief that all
people in the United States have the right to freedom of speech, assembly and association as
guaranteed by the First Amendment, as well as due process guaranteed by the Fourteenth
Amendment. Fighting for the perseveration of these fundamental rights is not only legal, but
moral and justified. Any attempt to repress or criminalize this advocacy or teaching is chilling
and violates the Constitution. We also resist the CEW’s and larger efforts that attempt to chill or
criminalize criticism of the Presidential administration or the Israeli Government, or opposition
to the war on Gaza as antisemitic. That is just wrong.

The CEW also takes issue with statements made by one of the individual Defendants in the
Manhart case. Attorneys often represent clients in challenging or unpopular cases, and their role
is to ensure that everyone has access to zealous legal representation. As lawyers and clinical law
students, we do not agree, adopt or endorse every statement made by our clients. But punishing
lawyers for representing clients who use their speech to oppose our or other governments or for
taking on controversial causes undermines our entire legal system.

Moreover, there is no legal basis for the Committee’s claimed jurisdiction to investigate any
alleged claims of antisemitism violating Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. As stated in the
Republican Staff Report entitled “Antisemitism on College Campuses Exposed,” dated October
31,2024, by that date, the CEW completed a thorough investigation of Northwestern
University, among other institutions of higher education. There is no claim or evidence that
Professor Bedi or the Clinic engaged in any antisemitism or violations of Title VI. Thus, the

1 See CEW letter dated March 27, 2025, fns. 6 and 7.
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assertions set forth by the CEW in its letter are unfounded and pretextual justifications to
investigate Professor Bedi, the Clinic, and other Northwestern legal clinics.

Seeking discovery of Professor Bedi’s cases, her performance evaluations, and/or the litigation
budgets for the entire clinic, among other requests, encroaches on her and other Professors’ rights
to academic freedom. It also appears to be an attempt to shut down the Clinic and to chill the
exercise of First Amendment Rights. The CEW’s derision of Professor Bedi and the Clinic’s
litigation and advocacy illuminates the CEW’s political agenda which is to demonize and
eviscerate what this Committee deems to be support of “left-wing causes.”

Conclusion

If Professor Bedi suffers any retaliation, is terminated and/or the Clinic is limited in its work or
closed, it will impact the students at Northwestern University. But the impact of the CEW’s letter
and discovery foray goes far beyond your institution. It may lead other law schools to follow suit
and shutter similar clinics to avoid investigations by the government depriving professors of their
academic freedom and students from receiving invaluable knowledge, litigation and policy
experience. Moreover, many marginalized community members will lose access to legal
representation, and there is already a shortage of lawyers to engage in this necessary public
interest representation.

Professor Bedi, the Clinic and Northwestern University must be given the freedom to teach,
represent and advocate for their clients. Professor Bedi’s students are also entitled to the right to
learn and develop knowledge about the protection of Constitutional Rights in a civic and
democratic society. We urge Northwestern University to challenge and resist the Committee’s
request for information and any further attempts to chill teaching, advocacy and the protection of
Constitutional rights. We ask you to stand up for Professor Bedi, the Clinic, your students and
faculty.

Signed by,

Robin Potter, Attorney

State Senator Omar Aquino

Alderperson Jesse Fuentes

State Senator Graciela Guzman

State Representative Lilian Jimenez
Alderperson Anthony Quezada
Alderperson Rossana Rodriguez-Sanchez
Alderperson Byron Sigcho-Lopez, 25™ Ward
State Senator Karina Villa

Laith Abad

Lena Abu

Oliva Abrecht

Khaled Abukhamireh
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Dunyah Abulaban

Bina Ahmad, Esq.

Sumbul I. Alam

Dena Almusa

Tony Alvarado-Rivera

Betsy Apple, School of International and Public Affairs, Columbia University,
Adjunct Professor, International Human Rights Law

ARISE Consulting Inc

Molly Armour, Law Office of Molly Armour

Michael Avery, Professor Emeritus, Suffolk Law School*

Elizabeth Bacon

Laura Bacon

Jon Baker

Clem Balanoft, Chair, Our Revolution Illinois Chicago*

Richard Berg, IBT L.743 (former President), CTU (retired)

Hamza Balouta

Claire Battle, Attorney and Northwestern Alumni

Kathleen Phair Barnard, Barnard Iglitzin & Lavitt

Beyond Legal Aid

Corinne Blalock

Stephan D. Blandin

Danielle Berkowsky, Esq.

Catherine A. Bolkcom

Victoria Bor

James L. Bowers

C Bridges

Russell Brinkman

Scott Brinkman

Jehad Broderick

Patrick Brosnan, Executive Director, Brighton Park Neighborhood Council

Calder Buisch, Attorney

Jacob Cantor

Center for Media and Democracy

Hanna Chandoo, Esq.

Frank Chapman, National Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression

Chicago Freedom School

Chicago Torture Justice Center

Chicago Westside Branch of the NAACP

Nicole Clare

Charlotte Crane, Professor of Law Emerita, Northwestern Pritzker School of Law*

Emily Coftey

Community Justice and Civil Rights Legal Clinic

Communities United Against Police Brutality, Minneapolis, MN
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Amira Daoud

Vanessa del Valle, Kaplan & Grady LLC

Michael Deutsch, Northwestern University Graduate

Ralph DeRosa

Irene Dymkar, Attorney Michael-Ellen Walden, Class of 2021

Ben Elson

Jean Engelkemeir, M.D.

Equity and Transformation

Janet Fennerty

James R. Fennerty

Louise F. Fitzgerald, Ph.D., University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign,
Emeritus Professor of Psychology*

Joel Flaxman, Law Offices of Kenneth N. Flaxman P.C.

Kenneth Flaxman, Law Offices of Kenneth N. Flaxman P.C.

Julie C Ford, Doll, Jansen & Ford

Niki Franco

Craig Futterman, Clinical Professor of Law, University of Chicago Law School*

Ami Gandhi

Laura Christensen Garcia

Maricela Garcia

Christine Gentry

Alphonse A. Gerhardstein

David Gespass, Gesspass & Johnson

Myra Glassman

Mustafa Ghouleh

Robert Don Gifford, Attorney

Jessica Gingold

Leonard C. Goodman

Sharlyn Grace

Darlene Gramigna

Caro Granner

Ruth Goring

H Candace Gorman, Law office of H Candace Gorman

Michelle Gross, Paralegal

Beverly V. Groudine

Jeffrey Haas

William Hackett, Attorney

Barbara Hadsell, Esq.

Sara Hamdan

Jacqulyn Hamilton

Patricia Handlin, Esq.

Michael J. Harrington, Co-Chair Network 49

Chad E. Harris, Esq.
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Rev. C.J. Hawking

Cindy Heidelberg

Joshua G. Herman, Attorney

Charles Hoffman, Attorney at Law

Janine Hoft

Madisen Hursey

Sabah Hussain

Illinois Prison Project (IPP)

Immigrant Justice Network

Indivisible Chicago Alliance

Joe losbaker, Labor Committee, Chicago Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression

Naomi Ishaq

Patricia Janick, Alum, Weinberg School of Arts and Sciences, 2021

Jobs With Justice

Kathleen Johnson, Gesspass & Johnson

Lindsey Jones, Christians for Ceasefire and Just Peace

Michael Jozwik

Just Futures Law

Christina A. Jump, Civil Litigation Department Head, Legal Division of
Muslim Legal Fund of America

Mariana Karampelas

MK Law, LLC

Marc Kaplan

Linda Kateeb

Eileen Kelleher

Keith Kelleher

Ryan Kelleher

Steve Klein, Union in-house counsel

Scott A. Korenbaum, Esq.

Jan Kralovec

Conner Kozisek

Lois La Galle

Eduardo M. La Ruffa

ElisaY. Lee

Ana Leventopoulos

Joshua M. Levin

Stacey Leyton

Grace Li

David S. Lipschultz

Lucy Parsons Lab

James Madigan

Jill Manrique, Executive Director, Jobs with Justice

Joseph Mariano
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Hannah Marion

Karina Marin

Dan Massoglia

Ryann K. Moran

Skye McCollum

Moira Meltzer-Cohen, Attorney at Law
Daniel Montgomery (M.S. Ed., Northwestern)
Movement Law Lab

Jesse Mumm, DePaul University, Northwestern University BA & PhD
Muslim Bar Association (MBA)

Helen Murray

Muslims for Just Futures

Arewa Najam, EKUA, The 411 Movement for Pierre Loury, Founder
National Police Accountability Project

Anne Nelson

Network 49

Pamela M. Newport, Attorney

Karen M. Nielsen

Diane O'Connell

Deirdre O’Connor, Seamus Law

Iveliz Orellano

Organized Communities Against Deportation
Deanna Othman

Palestine Center for Public Policy

Palestine Legal

Tayleece Paul

Meghan J. Paulas

Guadalupe Perez

James M. Piotrowski, Piotrowski Durand, PLLC
Megan Porter

Aimee Potter, LCSW

Jackson Potter, Vice-President, Chicago Teachers Union*
James R. Potter, lawyer

Annie Prossnitz

Eliza Quander

Nancy Reed, JD

Henry Rose

Keenan Saulter

Peter J. Schmiedel

Vivian Schmitter, Esq.

Latiera Scott-Johnson

Scott-Johnson & Smith LLP

Joanie Steffen
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Dan Stohr, Attorney

Dan Stormer, Esq.

Abdullah Quick

Mishal Qureshi, Northwestern University staff and student
Dr. Barbara Ransby, historian, author, professor

David Robbins, Teamster (Retired)

J Paula Roderick, Alumni, NU ‘78, ‘88

Carl Rosen, General President, United Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers of
America (UE)*

Francesca Sadler, Esq.

Rania Salem

David Shapiro

Paul T. Sindberg, Leonard Carder, LLP

Adam Smith, Associate, Kaplan & Grady LLC

Gail T. Smith, Attorney at Law

Jenny Soble

Debbie Southorn, Co-Director, Dissenters

Edward T. Stein, Esq. (Ret.)

Nora Synder

Dean Spade, Professor, Seattle University School of Law*
MacKenzie Speer

Peter Sporn, Jewish Voice for Peace Health Advisory Council*
John L. Stainthorp

Max Suchan, National Lawyers Guild-Chicago

Sara Suleiman, Muslim Bar Association of Chicago

Jan Susler, People’s Law Office

Miranda Surratt

Madeline Talbott

Ciara Taylor

Loreen Targos, Executive Vice President, AFGE L. 704*
Brad Thompson

Terah Tollner

David Tykulsker

Sandra Tsung

United Working Families, 50 Ward

Mara Verheyden-Hilliard, Executive Director, Partnership for Civil Justice Fund
Paul K. Vickrey

Kate Walz

Rose Weber, Law Office of Rose M. Weber

Stephen Weil

Richard Wheelock

Todd Wolfson, President, American Association of University Professors (AAUP)*
Nadia Woods, Attorney
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Byul Yoon

Jinan Chehade, Attorney

Ayah Saleh, Chicago law student

Jaelyn Millon

Dania S. Attorney

Olivia Fritz

Kaithleen Hernandez, MPH

Nickolas Kaplan

Mary Bird, Attorney

Terisa E. Chaw, J.D.

Kristin Hendriksen, JD (Northwestern Pritzker School of Law, 2020)
Patrick Cowlin, Attorney

M. Nieves Bolanos, Attorney

Tim Hawks, Attorney

Denise Debelle, Attorney at Law, Chicago
Corina Teofilo Mattson, LMFT

Joe Ahmad

Alex M. Tillett-Saks, Esq

Nicholas J. Kreitman, Esq.

Beatriz A-Diaz-Pollack, NW (MS Ed ‘06)
Ethan White

Emery Law, Ltd.

Rima Kapitan, Kapitan Gomaa Law, P.C.

Yusra Gomaa, Kapitan Gomaa Law, P.C.
Rebecca Salawdeh, Salawdeh Law Office, LLC
Kate Sedey, Case + Sedey, LL

Kristin Case, Case + Sedey, LLC

Amy Paluch Epton

Peter V. Bustamante

Chiquita Hall-Jackson, Esq.

John C. Ireland, Attorney

Walt Auvil, Owner, The Employment Law Center, PLLC
Deidre Bauman, Baumann & Shuldiner
Roxanne Bartin Conlin, Roxanne Conlin & Associates, P.C.
Gail Schnitzer Eisenberg, NU JD 2012

Mark Schaffner, Principal, Law Offices of Mark Schaffner, P.C.
O'Malley & Madden, P.C.

Athena M. Herman

Justin G. Randolph

Alejandro Caffarelli

David Hemenway

Margaret A. Zuleger

Carol G Silverman, Attorney at Law
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Lisa L. Clay, Attorney at Law

Catherine Simmons-Gill

Kate Petri, J.D.

Christopher J. Williams, Law offices of Ayala & Williams

Alvar Ayala, Law offices of Ayala & Williams

Jacqueline Olivares-Heidenreich

Sarah J. Arendt

Bruce A. Winters, Attorney

David Porter, Esq.

Fred Gittes, Attorney, The Gittes Law Group

Kerry A. Murphy, Kerry Murphy Law, LLC

Terri Blanchard, Blanchard Law Group, P.C.

Michael J Merrick

Alexa Van Brunt, Esq.

Martin Stainthorp

Eve Ewing, University of Chicago™

Linda Kerber, Professor Emerita of History, University of lowa*

Dr. Jessica Cook-Qurayshi

Richard J. Gonzalez, Professor Emeritus, Chicago Kent College of Law™

Laura Kina, Vincent de Paul Professor, The Art School, DePaul University*

Jessica Espinoza, Instructor, DePaul Labor Education Center*

William Reynolds, Assistant Clinical Professor, Chicago-Kent College of Law*

Sam Heppell, Clinical Teaching Fellow, University of Chicago Law School*

Jason DeSanto, Senior Lecturer, Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law™

Michael Mclntyre, Associate Professor, Department of International Studies,
DePaul University™

Jamie Franklin, Associate Clinical Professor of Law, Civil Litigation Clinic,
Chicago-Kent College of Law*

Clifford S. Zimmerman, Professor of Practice, Northwestern University Pritzker
School of Law*

Allison McCracken, Associate Professor of American Studies, DePaul University*

Louise F. Fitzgerald, Ph.D., Emeritus Professor of Psychology, University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign*

Richard Kling, Clinical Professor of Law, Chicago Kent College of Law*

Harold J. Krent, Professor, Chicago-Kent College of Law*

Mary Nagel, Assistant Professor of Legal Writing, Chicago-Kent College of Law*

Leonard L. Cavise, Prof. of Law (Emer.), DePaul College of Law*

Margaret M. Power, Professor Emeritus of History, Illinois Institute of Technology*

Alexandra Bruns-Smith

Peter Chatfield, Attorney

Roshna Bala Keen, Attorney

Brian Orozco

Jon Loevy
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Ms. Kara Crutcher, Staff Attorney, The Promise of Justice Initiative™®
Joshua Tepfer

Areeba Jibril, Attorney

Mark Kleiman

Shahana Farooqi

Ahmed Mostafa, Executive Director, The Campus Survivors Pro Bono Clinic*
Mr. Mohammed Lakhani

Tarek Z. Ismail, Associate Professor of Law, CUNY School of Law*
Tendayi Achiume, Professor of Law, Stanford Law School*

Nikolas Bowie, Louis D. Brandeis Professor of Law, Harvard Law School*
The Law Office of Timothy J. Deffet

Athul K. Acharya, Executive Director, Public Accountability*

Public Accountability

* Organizational Affiliations Listed for Identification Purposes Only



